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Visionary leadership is critical for the future of our state. Georgia’s elected officials must  
prioritize free enterprise and strengthening Georgia’s top business rankings and economic 
opportunity by focusing on the following priorities:

BUSINESS  
CLIMATE

INFRASTRUCTURE PROSPERITY 
& DIVERSITY

WORKFORCE

TRADE 
& COMMERCE

HEALTH 
CARE

RURAL 
GEORGIA

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
& INNOVATION

The following open-ended questions represent the eight overarching priorities for the Chamber 
in 2018. These priorities are equal in importance and are essential for all candidates to address. 
Your responses will not be graded or scored. Upon completion, each Statewide Candidate 
Assessment will be published for the general public to access at www.8for18.com. We ask that 
you address each question with as much specificity as possible.



BUSINESS  
CLIMATE

1. What is your plan to improve both the legal and business climate in Georgia?

Georgia’s general business climate consistently ranks near 
the top in national surveys, but we rank 36th in the Distressed 
Communities Index and our legal environment ranking has 
dropped. We must prioritize being in the Top 20 of these  
rankings, while maintaining our top job creation ranking.

Please address the following within your answer: statewide business courts, maintaining AAA Bond rating,  
and repealing outdated regulations and mandates.

Our state has been ranked #1 for business - five years in the row. It’s a designation we should be  
proud of. 

Over the years, we’ve welcomed companies like Caterpillar, Baxter, Mercedes, and many others to 
Georgia. They’ve created jobs and made huge investments in our economy. 

As Georgia’s next Governor, I have another goal in mind. We are going to make Georgia the #1 state 
for small business. The number one state to: start a small business, expand a small business, own a 
small business, and work in a small business. 

After 30+ years in business, I know that the only way to make Georgia #1 for small business is by  
making state government more responsive, efficient, and accountable. 

We must take a chainsaw to burdensome, job killing regulations. Destroy mandates that penalize  
progress and stand firm against any healthcare overhaul plan that punishes growth. 

We can support small – and large businesses – throughout our state by providing faster ways for  
companies to get their products to the global market. 

Our ports remain a fundamental component of economic development. The future of our port system 
will help define the future of our state. 

We all know how vital the deepening project is at the Port of Savannah. I will fight for funding at the 
federal level. We’ve held up our end of the bargain. It’s time for the federal government to get up and 
do their part as promised.



BUSINESS  
CLIMATE

Georgia is expected to see a 60% growth in ports traffic, 16%  
energy demand growth, and add 1.4 million more cars on our 
roads by 2030. It’s imperative that Georgia continue to invest 
in statewide infrastructure networks that will safely and  
efficiently allow Georgia to continue to grow.

2. What is your plan to build and maintain a modern infrastructure system?

INFRASTRUCTURE

Please address the following within your answer: transit funding and governance, energy infrastructure, and  
statewide water management.

Based on recently published GDOT Georgia Statewide Freight and Logistics Plan – the construction of 
an extension from Macon toward Lagrange and a 4 laning of existing US 27, has the highest return on 
investment for Georgia taxpayers.

This project improves I- 285, I -20, and I-75 in particular as westbound and northbound automobile 
and truck traffic from the ports would no longer need to come through Atlanta.

Everybody wins as port traffic is improved, middle and west Georgia gets economic activity, and  
traffic to Atlanta is lessened. I would make this project a high priority.

As governor, we are going to use facts and figures – not politics - to prioritize road projects.
 
When it comes to moving our entire state – including Rural Georgia – forward, rail is an important  
driver of that growth. 

The Mega Rail Project at the Savannah Port cuts traffic, reduces road wear, and enhances connectivity. 
This project is projected to facilitate a shift of 100,000 truckloads to rail per year.
 
It also allows our farmers and agri-business owners to grow their operations, employee more  
residents, and invest in local initiatives. 

I have followed the House Rural Development Committee closely and will embrace several of their  
recommendations as Georgia’s next governor. Specifically, I will explore short lines and state-owned 
rail for rural development.



As mentioned in my comprehensive plan, A New Day In Rural Georgia, I am also a huge supporter of 
our Inland Ports and believe expanding this network of ports is a game changer for communities out-
side of Metro Atlanta. 

In particular, I understand the importance of these inland ports to small Georgia businesses seeking to 
export their products through the ports. 

When it comes to transit proposals, I want to know: What’s it going to cost and who is going to pay it? 

As governor, I am going to do three things in regards to transit: 

One, Prioritize the projects and initiatives that we have funding for and that benefit the most  
Georgians. 

Two, Support local governments as they develop solutions that meet the needs of their constituents. 
I am glad that HB 170 gives our cities and counties the flexibility and authority to generate funds and 
spearhead transit – and other transportations projects - locally. I encourage localities to do just that.
 
Three, I will look to innovation to solve looming issues that have no immediate solution. Autonomous 
vehicles are here. We need to embrace that reality and figure out the best way to use this exciting 
technology for the benefit of Georgians throughout the state.



BUSINESS  
CLIMATE

For Georgia to continue to experience sustainable growth, a 
balance must be achieved between human needs, population, 
resources, and talent development. We must be intentional about 
reducing our poverty ranking if we are truly committed to  
improving the quality of life for all Georgians. 

3. What is your plan to bolster economic mobility and support the growth of diverse 
and thriving communities?

INFRASTRUCTUREPROSPERITY 
& DIVERSITY

Please address the following within your answer: discrimination issues (perception and statute), promoting tourism, 
and conservation and outdoor economy.

My conservative, 4-Point Plan creates a framework that I will use to tackle Georgia’s most pressing 
challenges. 

The plan also guides my thoughts on key industries in our state such as tourism. 

To Make Georgia #1 for small business we must truly appreciate and support the people, organizations, 
and companies that make Georgia’s tourism industry so incredibly successful. 

With $59 billion in economic impact, Georgia tourism supports 450,000 jobs. Are some of these jobs 
in large corporations? Sure. But many jobs are at locally owned restaurants, retail stores, and gas  
stations that sell products and services to our out of town guests. 

Without a growing – and diverse - tourism industry, these small businesses would fail and communities 
suffer. To make the Peach State the best for small business, it must lead in tourism. 

When it comes to the budgeting process, we need to let the numbers – not the politics – determine 
how much we allocate for marketing and promotions. 

The Department of Economic Development reported that every dollar spent on marketing our state 
generated $11 in return. I call that a solid ROI and a big win for hardworking Georgians! 

I am not one for making empty promises on the campaign trail. But I understand that even Alabama 
has spent more on tourism marketing than we do. As governor, I don’t intend to let Alabama beat us in 
anything. 

To move Georgia forward, we have to work collaboratively and creatively to strengthen rural Georgia. 
Agri-tourism and Outdoor Recreation can play a huge role in that process. 



We are the leading producer of several crops like peanuts, spring onions, and blueberries. It’s time to 
take our Georgian Grown program to the International Stage and let the world know that our farms 
are worth touring. 
 
Agri-tourism and Outdoor recreation do more than just boost sales. They make rural Georgia a  
destination and create economic development opportunities for cities, towns, and businesses along 
the way. 

For far too long, we’ve taken folks in the tourism industry for granted. Laws are made without your 
input and challenges are unknowingly created through burdensome mandates and regulations. On the 
campaign trail, I also talk about putting hardworking Georgians ahead of the status quo. Let’s do that 
in tourism. 

Film destination tourism barely existed in GA just a few years ago. Now there are dozens of film tours 
per week and GA is the #3 film making state in the country. Let’s continue to innovate, evolve, and 
make sure that Georgia is on everyone’s mind.



BUSINESS  
CLIMATE

Georgia needs to continue its efforts to cultivate a skilled  
workforce because “talent” is the defining factor driving where 
businesses choose to locate or expand. Elected officials must 
support the state’s efforts to develop a world class talent and 
leadership pipeline. 

4. What is your plan to develop Georgia as a talent epicenter and grow a diverse and 
highly skilled workforce?

INFRASTRUCTUREWORKFORCE

Please address the following within your answer: career and technical education, revising the current system of K-12 
funding, and early childhood education.

There’s no quick fix to enhancing educational outcomes in Georgia. Despite what Democrats claim, 
there’s no amount of money either that can magically make all students – regardless of zip code – 
reach their full potential. However, there are several things that I will immediately do as Georgia’s next 
governor to move the needle and ensure a bright and promising future for local students.  
 
The public education system remains saddled with regulations and mandates. It’s time to take a chain-
saw to the rules and regulations that hinder progress.  
 
Growing up, my teachers were energized, enthusiastic, and passionate about education. Now, they are 
saddled with paperwork, standardized testing, and unpaid duties.  
 
While often well intentioned, more rules don’t make better teachers.  
 
Unfunded mandates and legislative attempts at applying standardized solutions to local issues have 
done more to hurt public education than to help. It’s no surprise that many of our best and brightest 
teachers are retiring early. They signed up to be educators – not government bureaucrats.  

Education policy should always revolve around the fundamental concept of local control.  
 
To improve educational outcomes in Georgia, we must look to local school boards and stakeholders – 
not state government. By eliminating burdensome mandates, bureaucracy, and ridiculous regulations, 
we can empower local school boards. Through engagement with community leaders and stakeholders, 
we can ensure that students in failing schools have choices and a way to get out.  
 
Right now, state government plays a huge role in public education. That needs to change. We should 
set high standards and get out of the way. Let local school boards lead, let teachers teach, and let  
parents ensure that learning happens outside of the classroom.  
 
In the private sector, choice enhances competition and ultimately gives consumers the best product at 
the lowest price. The same can be true for education. Through school choice, we can give Georgia  
students – and parents – the learning opportunities and educational environment they want and  
deserve. 



As a State Senator, I co-sponsored one of the early charter school bills. During my two terms in office, I 
fought to enhance educational outcomes through school choice. 

As governor, I will build on that record by doubling the SSO tax credit, supporting equitable charter school 
funding, and piloting an ESA program with military families. 

School choice means trusting parents and putting students first. As a father of 3 teenage daughters, I never 
want my children – or anyone’s children – to be trapped in a failing school or a bad situation. We must  
always have an education system that trusts parents and allows us to decide what’s best for our kids. 

Your zip code should not determine your potential. Rural students deserve the same opportunities and  
experiences as those who live in highly populated counties. As governor, I will work to give the future  
generation – in all parts of our state – the tools necessary to learn, grow, and thrive. 

Early in the race for governor, I released a comprehensive plan to strengthen Rural Georgia. A core  
component of that plan is education. 

As governor, I will support and grow virtual learning opportunities for rural students, which includes  
challenging courses for high achieving students and remedial opportunities for students that need a  
different environment in order to achieve. 

We must work with non-profit organizations to fund after school programs that teach soft skills and pre-
pare tomorrow’s workforce. 

By bringing High Speed Internet to rural Georgia, we can embrace tele-classrooms and make sure that  
students always have a fast pass to the information super highway.



Georgia is blessed with a vibrant economy thanks to: $40 billion 
in exports annually; more than 9,400 manufacturing facilities; a 
$20 billion annual impact from military and defense; more than 
400 Fortune 500 companies; 426,000 tourism jobs: ranking in 
the Top 3 producers for 12 commodities; and 70% of U.S.  
payments go through Georgia. We must maintain this stellar 
competitive edge.

5. What is your plan to enhance Georgia’s international standing as a hub for global 
commerce and agriculture?

TRADE 
& COMMERCE

Please address the following within your answer: promoting Georgia exports, film and entertainment tax incentives, 
and military affairs and coordination.

In Georgia, the special interests are getting tax cuts while hardworking folks are stuck paying the 
bill. As governor, I will review every tax incentive to determine the Return On Investment (ROI). If it 
doesn’t create more economic opportunity than it costs, we are going to repeal it.

One tax incentive that we’ve thoroughly vetted is Georgia’s film tax credit. Thanks to Governor Deal’s 
leadership, Georgia is the top state for business and the #1 location for television and film. With $9.5 
billion in economic impact - $2.7 billion in direct spending - and over 25,000 jobs, tax incentives to 
attract the film industry clearly benefit Georgia’s businesses and workforce. As governor, I will push to 
preserve this important tax incentive so studios can expand their footprint and invest in our  
communities.
 
With a degree in Agriculture from the University of Georgia and years of experience in agri-business, 
I understand not only the impact of the agriculture industry but the potential that exists to grow and 
expand. To keep Georgia growing, we need to go beyond the talking points and work to support farm-
ers, connect research institutions with farming operations, promote innovation and expansion, and 
protect crucial natural resources. 

• Make the University of Georgia’s Agriculture School #1 in the nation through strategic, public/ 
private partnerships

• Continue to strengthen and enhance the extension and research components of the land grant 
university mission

• Create an Agricultural Workforce Development Program through the Technical College System of 
Georgia to train future farmers, agri-business leaders

• Protect water access for irrigation, and support innovation efforts
• Staff and expand inland ports to promote ag exports
• Explore ways to keep freight traffic out of Atlanta, I-285
• Take “Georgia Grown” campaign international, help Georgia farmers and agribusinesses take their 

products to the global market
• Launch ag economic expansion trips to recruit farmers and agribusinesses to Georgia — particular-

ly in high tax, big government states like California
• Harness the next frontier in agriculture through collaboration in ag tech and mechanization



By 2026, 2/3 of Georgia counties could have over 25% of all 
adults without health insurance coverage. Since 2010, rural  
Georgia has lost 8 hospitals. Georgia must act to ensure quality 
access.

6. What is your plan to ensure all Georgia communities have access to quality health 
care?

TRADEHEALTH 
CARE

Please address the following within your answer: Federal waivers to expand or reform Medicaid, graduate medical 
education, and opioid addiction.

Rural Georgians are struggling with limited access to quality healthcare and more rural hospitals are at 
risk of shuttering. There is no magic formula, but through innovation, we can expand access to health-
care. By working in tandem with healthcare leaders, experts and local stakeholders, we can improve 
healthcare outcomes for all Georgians. 

• Grow tele-medicine services through the expansion of high speed internet Support and expand 
incentives for medical providers in rural Georgia

• End the stranglehold of Obamacare and promote Georgia-focused, free-market based healthcare 
reform that will lower costs and expand service and options

• Work with community leaders to develop local solutions to save struggling hospitals
• Explore incentives for companies, hospitals to expand transportation services
 
To end the opioid epidemic, we must focus on the underlying ailment not just the symptoms of the 
disease. One of the tools available is medication-assisted treatment — better known as MAT. 

In December of last year, Georgia State Auditor Greg Griffin published a report, which found that “the 
state’s efforts to expand the availability of medication-assisted treatment for those with opioid use 
disorder have been limited.” Griffin recommended a comprehensive opioid strategy that “increase(s) 
access to MAT — including increasing the number of MAT providers; providing resources and training 
to practitioners, state supervising officials, and the public; and mitigating barriers to public insurance 
coverage.” 

Scientific research shows that patients receiving MAT are more likely to remain in treatment, end 
illegal drug usage, and avoid the cycle of drug abuse. These patients are also less likely to contract 
infectious diseases related to IV drug use and less likely to engage in criminal behaviors often  
associated with substance abuse. 

By expanding the availability of medication-assisted treatment, we can save lives, enhance public 
safety, and ensure a bright and promising future for Georgia families. Again, these outcomes are only 
possible when you treat the underlying disease — not just the symptoms.



Like the rest of rural America, Georgia has 74 rural  
communities projected to lose population in the coming  
decade. By 2030, over 24% of rural Georgia will be senior  
citizens. Georgia must prioritize and act to reverse this  
economic decline.

7. What is your plan to create and implement a plan for a rural renaissance in  
Georgia?

RURAL 
GEORGIA

Please address the following within your answer: rural broadband, incentive programs for rural areas, and  
regionalism and shared government services.

Last year, I released a plan to strengthen rural Georgia. A New Day in Rural Georgia identifies the 
problems facing many communities in the Peach State and offers policy prescriptions in infrastructure, 
agriculture, economic development, education, healthcare, and veterans affairs. 

With high unemployment, educational outcomes below state averages, and minimal access to quality 
healthcare or new economic development opportunities, rural Georgia needs the attention of our next 
governor. We must ensure that all parts of our state are given the same opportunities to grow
and thrive. We cannot be a state divided. We must move forward together. 

My infrastructure plan for rural Georgia includes expanding high speed Internet by incentivizing the 
private sector and streamlining - not growing - government. 

We propose a push to strengthen and enhance the extension and research components of Georgia’s 
land grant universities, expand inland ports, and take “Georgia Grown” to the international stage. I also 
advocate for the creation of an agricultural workforce development program through the Technical 
College System of Georgia to train future farmers and agri-business leaders. 

With a goal of making Georgia #1 for small business, I want to take a chainsaw to ridiculous, job-kill-
ing regulations and organize Economic Strike Teams to identify assets and opportunities in depressed 
communities. 

To enhance educational outcomes for Georgia students, our plan recommends the expansion of virtual 
learning, growth of school choice, and calls for SSO Scholarship Tax Credits to be doubled. 

After traveling to all 159 counties as Secretary of State, I have a keen understanding of the rural health-
care crisis and will grow tele-medicine, support incentives for medical providers in rural Georgia, and 
work with community leaders to save struggling hospitals. 
 
Finally, as governor, my Administration will work to enhance the relationships between military base 
leadership, local governments, higher educational institutions, and businesses to ensure joint local 
economic development strategies are in play. 

A New Day in Rural Georgia serves as a framework for strengthening communities outside of our 
urban and suburban core. By empowering local leaders and the private sector, we can realize our full 
potential as a state and create a bright and promising future for all Georgians – regardless of zip code.



Georgia small businesses employ over 1.5 million or 44% of the 
total workforce. A successful economy needs more minority  
business success, more female entrepreneurs, more rural and  
student start-ups, a stronger overall scale-up rate, and a Top 10 
goal for early stage investments.

8. What is your plan to support Georgia’s economy for startup innovation and small 
business success?

RURAL 
GEORGIA

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
& INNOVATION

Please address the following within your answer: preparing Georgia for industries of the future, small business  
access to capital, and autonomous vehicles.

See Question 1.
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Thank you for your participation in the Georgia Chamber’s  
Statewide Candidate Assessment.  

 
For questions regarding this assessment, please contact  

Kyle Jackson at kjackson@gachamber.com.    

www.8for18.com




